
St. Edith Worship Commission 
Meeting Minutes December 7, 2022 (Revised) 

In Attendance:  Fr. Jim McNulty, Jane DeRoo, Joe Rashid, Mike Magoulick, Zelma 
Isele, Gary Kudron, Dayna Malcolm, Tom Rist, Al Rivard, and Linda Bodnar. Cindy 
Coleman’s absence was excused. Heather Shina participated in the meeting by 
telephone. 
 
Fr. Jim opened the meeting with a prayer at 7:02 p.m.   

Dayna Malcolm was introduced and welcomed to the commission. Each 
commission member introduced themselves and briefly summarized their roles.   
Fr. Jim mentioned that he is always looking for new, fresh ideas. 
 
Art & Environment: Jane DeRoo reported that there was a good turnout on Friday 
for outdoor decorating.  Some new people helped.  Times for decorating the week 
before Christmas, including the concert, are lined up.  Jane plans to be back for 
Lenten decorating, and Cindy Coleman is expected to be here until after 
Christmas comes down.  Jane acknowledged and thanked Dayna for her help with 
the watering during the summer. 
 
Sacristans:  Joe Rashid stated that the sacristans are set for Christmas Masses: 
Warren Nakamura (4 p.m.), Susan Wiska & Craig Prokopchak (6:30), Al Rivard 
(midnight), Trisha Watson (8:30), and Al Rivard (11). 
A team of 5 or 6 people is starting up again to clean the candles once a week. 
 
Ushers:  Mike Magoulick had just one question: Would there be an 8:30 Mass on 
New Year’s Day?  The answer is yes, the regular weekend schedule will be 
followed. 
 
Altar Servers:  Zelma Isele explained that she would like to make a diagram to 
assist the servers, showing where the various items should be placed, noting that 
some youngsters are visual learners.  She wants things to go smoothly and have 
everyone “on the same page.”  When to begin “moving” was noted as a point of 
confusion.  Fr. Jim said the procession and recessional should both begin when 
the singing starts. 
She hopes to have the servers resume wearing robes by Christmas and she plans 
to prepare small gifts for those who volunteer to serve at Christmas. 



Fr. Jim suggested “fitting” the servers for their robes, so they are of appropriate 
length, and to discontinue use of the ropes/belts. 
Frequency of laundering was discussed.   
Zelma will have the Sign-up Genius set up under her name, rather than Deacon 
Don’s. 
 
Lectors:  Linda Bodnar reported the schedule is set through March 19. 
Cindy LaFond has joined the lector roster, preferring 5 p.m. Mass. 
 A lector is still needed for the 11 a.m. Mass on Christmas. 
One lector has joined the choir and asked if it is acceptable to serve in both 
capacities at the same Mass.  Heather Shina responded that she had spoken with 
the individual and assured her it was fine. 
 
Bereavement: Gary Kudron reported that he would like to visit the Grief Sharing 
Group after the first of the year.  He will arrange for that with Patti Kelly.  Gary 
has spoken to some people about attending the group; Fr. Jim noted that most 
people need some time to pass before joining a group. Gary shared a comment 
that someone really liked our decorations. That lead to discussions about reasons 
people like St. Edith’s, funeral flowers, and that Art & Environment coordinates 
with wedding plans  
 
Adoration:  Tom Rist reported that things are all right.  They are always looking 
for more people; pop-ins are good.  Some people are not participating now 
because they do not drive at night, and it gets dark so early. 
 
New member business:  Dayna Malcolm noted that, being new, she had no 
updates to report.  She asked what it will entail to be representative to the Parish 
Pastoral Council if that becomes her role.  Fr. Jim answered that the Council 
meets once a month, and she would communicate between the Council and the 
Commission.  Dayna said she is happy to help where needed.  Fr. Jim wants all 
groups represented to have a better sense of what the parishioners want and 
need. 
 
Gary Kudron asked if there are plans for another capital improvement.  The office 
roof is being taken care of.  Fr. Jim said the windows need replacing, which will be 
a huge expense.  Gary feels the front of the church building needs to be cleaned 
(sandblasted or power washed). 



 
EME’s: Al Rivard has trained 3 new EME’s.  Two of them are here because of Fr. 
Jim’s presence.  Al is also assisting the second-grade teachers, explaining to the 
First Eucharist classes about the vessels used at Mass. 
Gary commented that the same people seem to serve as EME’s repeatedly.  
Discussion followed. 
 
Music Ministry:  Heather Shina shared that last week she invited former choir 
members to participate in a Mass of Remembrance for deceased choir members.  
She was inspired to do so after one choir member expressed disappointment at 
missing a memo and therefore not being able to sing at a deceased choir 
member’s funeral.  Changes in emails and such was deemed the cause of missed 
communication.  After numerous phone calls, there was a great response to 
Heather’s invitations, so much so that she plans to have this as an annual event, 
near the feast of St. Cecilia.  There is hope that this will encourage people to 
return to the choir. 
There are a couple of new choir members.  As Heather put it, it is by “the grace of 
God.”  One gentleman, who offered her assistance in the parking lot, joined the 
choir; he has experience as a music director himself.  And the daughter of a 
deceased member is switching parishes and joining our choir. 
Preparations for the Christmas Concert are underway.  The piano was tuned last 
week.  The organ has been acting up.  Rick Abdoo sees Heather weekly and he 
found the new reservoir springs were vibrating against the pipes.  That issue will 
be taken care of tomorrow. An eighth-grade boy has joined the Christmas 
program; a girl wanted to but cannot make the rehearsals before the concert. 
An individual is joining the parish and Music Ensemble after Rita played at a 
friends’ family funeral. 
Some old choir members are back. 
 
Fr. Jim’s Comments: Fr. Jim commented that we have done Christmas very well in 
the past.  The 4 p.m. Children’s Mass will be streamed and simulcast in the Hall.  
The Midnight Mass will also be streamed.  Mike Magoulick commented that the 
simulcast did not work well last time.  Connie told Fr. Jim that the simulcast is 
now working.  She will be doing the streaming and simulcasting for the 4 p.m. 
Mass and can refresh Mike on its operation.  Larry will stream the midnight Mass.  
Fr. Jim noted that we cannot have many seats in the Gathering Area, in case of an 
emergency. 



Heather added that the Concert will also be streamed. 
On Saturday there will be the Bereavement Christmas Gathering, at which time 
families can share ornaments in memory of their loved ones. 
 
Heather added that following a funeral she got another new choir member, an 
alto, which was needed. 
 
Fr. Jim stated that for now the weekday Masses will remain in the church.  People 
are resistant to change; Joe Rashid added that when asked, people either 
preferred to stay in the church or didn’t care if weekday Masses were in the 
church or the chapel. 
 
Joe asked if there would be advance sign-up sheets for Christmas Eucharistic 
ministers.  Discussion followed.  It will be treated as a regular weekend, with a 
note in the announcements the week before to remind people to sign up. 
 
Heather commented that the Handbell Choir played at the Seminary Concert, and 
it went well.  They were invited to play at another but did not have enough 
advance notice.  Gary asked if we are unique in having a handbell choir.  Heather 
responded that not many parishes have them. Some people are disappointed that 
their parishes have the bells, but they are not in use. 
 
Joe thanked Dayna for joining us and announced that ethe next meeting will be 
January 11 at 7 p.m. in the Parish Library.  Jane noted that if needed she could set 
up a Zoom meeting for that evening. 
 
With no further business, the meeting concluded with the Hail Mary at 7:55 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Bodnar 

 


